JEWS5 AND
MARDI GRAS
H'HHEWES”’

Mardi Gras, the last
day el merry-making
before the solemn Mt of
Lent, is “a big extrava-
ganza — unbelicvable to
witteh and fantastic to bo
in,” enthuzon Sl Knkn,
an Orthodox Jow who
groew up in Mew Orleans,

Kahn has parnded as
o member of 0 krewe —
one of the carnival organ-
rzalions that mount the
elaborate foats and sos.
tume balls of the Mardi
Giras season. Yot he and
others acknowledge not
only the pogan and
Christian evarlonoe of the
holiday bt Lhe anti-Sem-
itizm of some of the
participants,

D, Joseph Caben,
professor of Englieh and
chairman for Spesial
Projects of the Jewish
Studies program 6t
Tulane University, has




noted the prejudics
agrinst Jewa in & number
of krewes. Moncthelzes,
he says he "masks” for
the holiday — dressed as
a Chasidic rabbi. “T go as
Wewish looking' as I can,"
he saya. “Ite a statement
that Mnardi Gras should
be open.”

In the beginning, it
was, The firat “rex” iking
af carnival) was Lowis ol
Salomon, great-grandson
of Jewish Anancier H:_1y;|'||_
Sulomon, back in 1872, In
the 13808 Jews wore
aciive in the Pickwick
Club and the Bostan
Cluh, o which many
curly krews membars
belonged.

But st the start of
this cantury, thess raups
began what Cohen calls
"the retreat into diserimi-
nitian,” Jews ware harrod
from many krewas and
from the Pickwick,
Boston and Louisiana
u]ubﬁ, whitch "rcpﬂ_::a.cnl;.

| Bnovarwhelming con-

centration of the city’s
inherited wealth and
pawer,” savs Cohen,

The highly-ritualized
mazsked halls, coranation
dinners and perades are
the aocial highlight of the
Mew Orleans year (nnd
the oceasion for the
debuts of voung ladics)

“and the aristocracy

expends prodigions
amounts of time, energy
and money on them. In
earlier years they were
not particularly seeretive
about their onti-Semi-
tism: in 1939 one krewe
histarian wrote, “Mo
Crogs, Mo Crown.”

Aa they did elsewhare
when barred from coun-
try clubs, Jews formead
Uieir own krewes, as well
a3 eventually inding
their way inboe some
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Proclomoiion daclari

established groups, At
the turn of the century,
thae Young Mens Hoebrew
Aezociation held & car-
nival ball, as did e
Georman Jewish Harmony
Clual. (ther Jews Lelt
town for Mard: Gras.
Today, Jews are rep-
resented in o number of
krewee, especially newsr
pres, Marty Seudder has
been active in the Krewe
of Caesar since it was
formed ten yeors age, The
first year the 20 or so
Jewislh memhera, wlin
joined together and were
all memhbers of the B'nal

Lawis Solomon the king of Mardi Gras. Coaurtesy Carniva
Collection, Special Collections Division, Telane University Library.

Lodge, rode on a float
gdorned with the Star af
David. Severn] vesrs ago
en all-Jewish, family-ori
ented lrews, Hestio, was
Formed.

Same Jows still lopee
town during Mardi Gras
but mast enjoy “the grent-
est free show on earth.”
B'nai B'rith member Sanl
Hahn kews that some
rabbis frown on Jewigh
participation in the man-
| ifcstly un-Jewish Mardi

Liraa, But he points out
that “there are those wha
gay it has become a civie
holiday. I'd sar about 35

B'rith Archibald Mar:

percent of the Jewa in

Mew Orleans take parl in
Mardi Gras festivitios"

Fahn's sam, #vi, &laa
haa some misgivings,
“Bul if ¥ou grew up with
it, vou take it for
granted,” he sove. He will
be out in the streets ns
usual this year {February
T vving with the erowds
for the beads, trinkets
and ersatz coins thrown
from the Aoats by mat-
landishly costumed krewa
members.

“Mardi Gros is my
weakness in life,” Zvi
adds. "I really love Lo
collect doubloons.”

Edward Yutkowilz
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