The everyday realities of pickle man Tim Baker ore n

KOSHER PICKLES
G0 HOLLYWOOD

Strolling down Essex
Btreet, the middle-aged
woman turns to her hus-
band and points ta the
pickle store, “This is it,
Morty," she saye excit-
E'd]].". "Thiz iz the |:||::|.'|:_:
that was in the movie.”

Many of the custom-
era at Guesis Pickles talk
about the hit Alm Cross-
ing Delancey, saye 26-
vear-old Tim Baker, who
has worked at his father's
pickle business for nine
years In this contempo-
TAry FOmAnce, Young
Jeawish pirJ-:]i_: man Sam
Posner (Pater Riegert),
who lives and rans his
family's pickle business
on Manhattans Lower
East Side, falls in love
with lzzy (Amy Irvingl, a
chic uptowner who hob-
nobs with Mew Yorks
literati, The pickle store
scenes were filmed at
(Gussk.

For ae long as anyone
can remember, people
have been lining up at
Gusek Pickles. On a
bright and balmy Sunday
morning in Movember,

the crowd gathered before
the barrels of spur pickles
15 & cross section of New
York — down-vested yup-
pies pushing strollers;
young, yvarmulke-wearing
Jewe; middle-aged blacks
amd Hi.&panius-.: u.m:l
residents of Chinatown,
now spilling over its tra-
ditional boundaries into
what was once s center of
Jewish life.

As one af the lew
remaining pickle works
on the Lower East Side,
Giuse®s has acquired a sort
of landmark status,
“We're the only store like
this,"” Baker savs. Peaple
come from out of town for
Guss’s pickles, and Baker
shipe pickles all over the
COURLEY.

Gusss are genuine
kosher picklea. The prem-
iges, the barvels, the
sundry spices and the
vinegar used for pickling
mre under rabbinic super-
vigion. The atore is, of
course, closed on the Sab-
bath and Jewish holidays.

Though the sign on
the swning says, “Three
Generations of Quality,”
the etore has been in the
Baker family only since
19749, when Tim's father,
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Harry, bought the busi-
ness. The Bakers have
not changed the Guss
family's original recipes,
though they did recently
add a new product —
plekled celory

Tim Baker refuses to
divulge exact proportions,
but reveals thit the basic
pickling ingredients for
cucumbers are “aalt,
water, garlie, spices,”

Diespite the sim-
ilarity of age and
profeesion, Tim is not &
clone of S3am Posner, the
pii}kll;-. mman o thee meorie,
For one thing, Tim hae
not found love on the

Lower East Side. For

another, he lives in
Gueens and commutes to
Manhattan six morninge
a waek,

Indeed, he hasn't
even found time to see
the movie, although the
store closed four dave for
on location filming. “Amy
Irving was very nice,” he
aaya. "She stood on line
for pickles just like any-
ohe elae”

While Guess reputa-
tiom is sure to he
enhanced by Crossing
Delancey, the everyday
realities of a plekle moer-

ol as exclic as those depicted in the film “Crossing Delancey.”
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chant are not guite as
exotic as those in the
film. In the movie, Sam
Posner washes the pickle
emell off hia hands with
vanilla and milk. “That's
Just Hellywood,” Tim
eayva, We uae [vary seap”
Edward Yutkowiiz




